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The Board Meetings will be held
To Be Announced

6:30 to 9:00

More information coming!
Look for e-blast!

The General Meeting Location: TBD

We will not be holding the April meeting at 
The Game. The new location is soon to be 

determined and you will be notifi ed
by E-mail.

the
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The Chile Pod is published nine times a year by the Junior League of Las Cruces, Inc. No portion of this magazine may be 
reprinted, except by another Junior League, without the written permission of Junior League of Las Cruces, Inc. A Junior 

League is defi ned by the Association of Junior Leagues International, Inc. (AJLI) as: an organization of women committed 
to promoting volunteerism, developing the potential of women and improving the community through effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers. Its purpose is exclusively educational and charitable.

President’s Message

Where has the time gone? It is hard to believe it is the month of April. This is a time 
where the sun shines, the fl owers are blooming and where the Junior League of Las Cruces 
makes a huge impact on the community. I hope everyone has marked their calendars for 
April 18th for our

Building Blocks conference. This is a FULL membership project so everyone needs to 
step up and fi ll in a shift to help support this project. The Building Blocks committee has 
been working very hard and is ready to implement another great year for this conference. 
If you have not signed up or have questions please contact Rene Romero, Vicky Mackey or 
Kandy Jones.

I hope everyone was excited to hear the proposed projects and fundraisers and pleased 
with what was presented. The Board appreciates everyone’s feedback that has been given 
over the last 60 days. We presented and heard the membership’s feedback at February’s 
meeting, revised the fundraisers/projects, presented them at March’s meeting and also heard 
the membership’s feedback.

The Board took the feedback into consideration and has made some revisions to the bal-
lots. The fi nal 2009-2010 proposed projects and fundraisers ballot are inside this issue. The 
Board is very excited about the future and strongly believes we have the support and mem-
bership to fulfi ll these projects and fundraisers. We will be voting on this ballot at April’s 
meeting. THANK YOU goes out to everyone!

Please make sure to be on time for April’s meeting. We are very lucky to have a panel of 
Sustainers that will be our guest speakers for our annual training. These ladies will discuss 
their history in the league and what they have learned through their years in Junior League 
and how they have implemented those skills professionally and personally. I am sure we will 
be able to learn a lot from these individuals.

We are stepping into the right direction for the league and there is nowhere to go but up.

See you in April,
Stacie Christiano
JLLC President

Save the Date for
Spring Salute!

May 11th
7:00 p.m.
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Chile Pod Deadlines

Chile Pod  September 18th

Chile Pod  October 23rd

Chile Pod  November 13th

Chile Pod  December 18th

Chile Pod  January 22nd

Chile Pod  February 12th

Chile Pod  March 12th

Chile Pod  April 16th

Junior League of 
Las Cruces, Inc.

Mission Statement

The Junior League of Las Cruces, 
Inc. is an organization of women 

committed to promoting
volunteerism, developing the 

potential of women and
improving communities through 

the effective action and
leadership of trained volunteers. 

Its purpose is exclusively
educational and charitable.

VISION STATEMENT

The Junior League of Las Cruces, 
Inc. strengthens the community 

by embracing diverse
perspectives, building

partnerships and inspiring 
shared solutions.

FOCUS STATEMENT

KEY RESULT AREA

The Junior League of Las Cruces, 
Inc. is dedicated to promoting 

the health and welfare of at risk 
children in Doña Ana County.

Our resources are dedicated 
to literacy, children’s wellness, 

and caregiver education.
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GENERAL 
MEETING

Chile Pod 
Deadline

JLLC 2008-2009
Consent Agendas Due Dates

Consent Agenda due October 17th

Consent Agenda due November 7th

Consent Agenda due December 12th

Consent Agenda due January 16th

Consent Agenda due February 6th

Consent Agenda due March 6th

Consent Agenda due April 10th

BOARD
MEETING

Good Luck Building Blocks Committee
Even though the event has not taken place, take a moment to con-

gratulate yourselves for all of your hard work on our signature project. 
Building Blocks is one of the things that this league is known for and 
we shine every year. This project will be a huge success thanks to the 
dedication of this committee. You ladies are awesome!

Stacie Christiano

Membership Counts!
Great job to everyone who gave a name of a potential new 

member. It is great to see our growth coming from within. We are 
our best advertisers. When we believe and have a passion about our 
mission and what we do it is common sense for others to want to be 
part of us. Congrats to Lisa Nielsen, Terra Van Winter, Tara Clark  
and Stephanie McKenna for the planning and implementation of our 
New Member Orientation. Job well done!!

Stacie Christiano

The Future Impact
The Bricks have been laid out for our 2009-2010 Junior League 

year. A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to Tomasina Huie, Lisa But-
ler, Dawn Sanchez, Laura Bosh and the board for their determination 
and efforts. You ladies have created fundraisers and projects that will 
continue the success of the league. You are a true inspiration to me.

Stacie Christiano

EASTER

and Stephanie McKenna for the planning and implementation of our 
New Member Orientation. Job well done!!

The Bricks have been laid out for our 2009-2010 Junior League 

NEW MEMBER 
ORIENTATION

BUILDING 
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Updates From the Finance Council

Submitted by the JLLC Finance Council

1. Junior League Cookbook Fundraiser
Members will develop, publish and sell a Junior League Cook-

book. A committee will be developed, with a committee and a mini-
mum of 4 committee members. The committee will begin work as 
soon as placement on the committee is complete. The committee will 
meet throughout the summer (frequency determined by the commit-
tee) to collect recipes, design cookbook and submit for publishing.

Morris Press Cookbooks will be the company responsible for 
publishing the cookbook. As such, the committee will be responsible 
for gathering at a minimum, 200 recipes, from the community. The 
proposed costs and profi t are as follows: (Morris Press Cookbooks 
price is subject to change based on specifi cs of cookbook, i.e. color, 
font style and size, etc..):

$4.10 * 400 = $1,640.00 (purchase amount- how much Morris 
charges to publish)

$20.00 * 400 = $8,000.00 (selling amount – how much we will 
sell them for)

$6,360.00
- ~100.00 (shipping)
$6,260.00 (profi t)
Morris Press Cookbooks’ price is subject to change based on 

specifi cs of cookbook.

Vote Style (please indicate your vote):

YES           or     NO

2. Funding our Future Raffl e
Members will be asked to sell 200 tickets total at $100 each. The 

winning ticket(s) will be scheduled to be drawn TBD in the Spring 
(February / March). Our goal is to have the tickets drawn at a public 
event that will allow for greater exposure and excitement about our 
League and the money being given. In addition, the committee may 
decide to solicit donated items that ticket purchasers may also win, 
leading up to the fi nal drawings of the cash prizes.

Gross: $20,000
Committee Members: 1 Chair, 1 Committee Members
Commitment Level: Entire membership works to sell tickets 

during 6 week period
Ticket / Member Projection:

• 20 members / 10 tickets (to reach 200 goal)
• 25 members / 8 tickets

 • 30 members / 7 tickets
 • 35 members / 6 tickets
Timeframe: Spring fundraiser

Vote Style (please indicate your vote):

YES           or     NO

IF YES,…
Which Option would you prefer? Indicate Option A or Option B

OPTION A    OPTION B
Expenses:    Expenses:
$5,000 prize,    $10,000 prize
$2,000 prize,    $550 (print/ads/locale)
$1,000 prize,   $550 (print/ads/locale)
Net Income: $9,450  Net Income: $11,450

YES           or     NO

2009-2010 SLATE OF OFFICERS FOR JLLC:
PRESIDENT- TOMASINA HUIE

PRESIDENT ELECT- LISA BUTLER
TREASURER- VICKIE MACKEY

RECORDING SECRETARY- TARA FAIVRE
SUSTAINER LIAISON- MARIA PACHECO

COMMUNICATION COUNCIL VP- TERI GILLEN
FINANCE VP- LISA NIELSEN

MEMBERSHIP COUNCIL VP- RENE ROMERO
COMMUNITY SERVICES COUNCIL VP- DAWN SANCHEZ

EDUCATION COUNCIL VP- WINDY DRAKE
NOMINATING & PLACEMENT VP-KANDY JONES

NOMINATING & PLACEMENT COMMITTEE
STACIE CHRISTIANO

JESSICA DOAK
ERIKA MULCOCK

ANGELA LEDESMA
TASHYA CARRILLO

2009-2010 Slate of Offi cers

Year 2: Securing the key components researched including 
money, logistics and programming to ensure that by year three or the 
BB 10-year anniversary, the new project additions are in place.

Year 3: Implementation of new components into year 3 celebrat-
ing our 10-year anniversary.

Budget: (Budget would be reassessed each year)
• $4000 secured by JLLC Project Reserve
• $2000 secured with underwriting

Total Estimated Budget: $6000

Commitment Level: All year

Timeframe: Spring Event

Number of Committee Members:
1 Committee Chair, 5 Ad-hoc Committee Chairs, Remainder of 

membership will fi ll in under these committees to ensure this is a 
league project and all members are a part of the planning process.

Vote Style (please indicate your vote):

YES           or     NO

2009-2010 Proposed Fundraisers

Vote Style (please indicate your vote):

YES           or     NO

2009-2010 Proposed Project Ballot (Continued)

NOTE: Please complete this ballot and either mail 
it no later than four days prior to the April meeting,

or you may bring it to the April General Meeting 
where ballots will be collected.



1. Kids in the Kitchen (KITK)

KITK as defined by AJLI is an initiative that teaches children 
about healthy eating by involving them in the preparation of their 
own meals and by equipping them with the knowledge they need to 
make healthy choices. As a signature project of the JLLC, this com-
mittee will establish a series of outreach activities as defined by the 
committee.

What do other leagues consider “outreach activities”?:
•	 Junior League of San Diego – 1 large event/year (~2000 in 

attendance)
•	 Junior League of Au Claire (partnering with Boys/Girls Club) 

– one event, one Friday of every month. A different event 
occurs at each (learning how to read nutritional chart, how to 
prepare a snack, etc…). Each event concludes with a healthy 
snack preparation

Potential Venues for Activities: 
Local Area Health Expo, Aggie Home Football Game, After 

School Programs, supermarkets, etc…

Outreach activities must incorporate partnerships with area non 
profits and other local events that are focused on promoting healthy 
lifestyles among children and families. Outreach activities may 
include a guest co-chair (or “Chef”).

Potential Partnerships:
•	 Potential non profit partners: Big Brothers Big Sisters, Boys 

and Girls Club, After School Programs, healthcare associa-
tions, government health department, local health care cen-
ters, schools, etc…

•	 Potential local area partners/sponsors: Las Cosas Manager, 
Lorenzo, Kelley (local area chefs), supermarkets, restaurants, 
food brands, nutritionists, health stores, kitchen appliance 
stores, dairy or other food good group councils (i.e…Chile 
and Pecan), etc…

In addition to promoting the KITK initiative, the committee 
must also make a commitment to coordinate with the membership 
development committee to ensure that outreach and recruiting take 
place at each event. This committee must also make the commitment 
to include the 2009-2010 fundraisers at each activity.

All projects of the JLLC are supported through fundraising and 
underwriting. This committee must participate in securing its own 
underwriting dollars in the amount of $2000 or more.

Funding for this project will be secured by the project reserve 
fund in the amount of $4000 for a total budget of $6000.

Funding will go towards:
Goodie Bag Items (examples)

•  Measuring Cups
•  Chef Hats
•  Kitchen Mitts

Advertisement
•  Pamphlets/Flyers (KITK Specific)
•  Recipes (for on-site demos)
•  Posters
•  Teaching Materials (how-tos)
•  Signage for booth
•  PSAs/Advertisements

Chile Pod

2009-2010 Proposed Project Ballot
Food and Drinks
Cookware/Utensils/Generators/Electrical Cords/Miscellaneous Items

This committee would consist of one Committee chair and four 
Ad-hoc Committee chairs who will participate in the planning of 
these events and will be supported by the general membership.

The committee positions are as follows:
•	 Logistics (location, date, vendors, volunteer hours etc.)
•	 Public Relations (press, marketing, etc.)
•	 Underwriting (secure $2000 in underwriting)
•	 Evaluation (obtain data of past and present KITK events for 

purposes of grant funding and determine participant needs)

Budget:
$4000 secured by JLLC Project Reserve
$2000 secured with underwriting

Total Estimated Budget: $6000
Commitment Level: All year
Timeframe: Ongoing
Number of Committee Members:

1 Committee Chair, 4 Ad-hoc Committee Chairs, Remainder of 
membership will fill in under these committees to ensure this is a 
successful league project and all members are a part of the planning 
process

Vote Style (please indicate your vote):
 

YES           or     NO

2. Building Blocks
Building Blocks has been a long standing signature project of 

JLLC focused on professional development for child-care providers 
of children ages 0-5 years of age. Building Blocks began in 2001.

Building Blocks would be voted in leading to an enhanced 
conference marking our ten year BB anniversary in 2011. This could 
include adding a professional development component for profes-
sionals working as managers or supervisors in this field or as the 
committee determines based on need. During this time research 
would be conducted to determine the feasibility of adding a profes-
sional development component including stronger collaboration with 
other community partners in this field. The years would be laid out as 
follows:

Current Year: BB would function as is but research would begin 
to determine if we can add a professional development component 
including who would attend, cost, speakers, certifications, financial 
cost, etc,. This may include an assessment of interest and needs of 
current managers and supervisors at the different day-care centers and 
Head Start programs. This professional development component can 
also be utilized as fundraising for this event if charging is not a finan-
cial barrier to attending. Committees would be assigned as follows:

•	 Program (speakers, booth rental, etc.)
•	 Logistics (location, date, registration, etc.)
•	 Public Relations (press, marketing, etc.)
•	 Underwriting (secure $2000 in underwriting)
•	 Evaluation (obtain data of past and present BB conference for 

purposes of grant funding and determine participant needs)

Top Ten Things you should know about Tomasina Huie
	10. Her hometown is Las Vegas, New Mexico.

	 9. Her favorite type of music is country.

	 8. Her favorite way to spend time is shopping......especially for shoes and purses.

	 7. She has an MBA, BS in Mechanical Engineering, and minored in Math.

	 6. She is a Mechanical Engineer for NASA.

	 5. Her nickname is Lola.

	 4. Her pet peeves are tardiness and “not knowing how food is made.” AND YET...

	 3. Her favorite food is corndogs.

	 2. Her favorite JLLC position was VP Education.

	 And the number 1 thing about our 2009-2010 President is.....

Her favorite JLLC experience was attending the ODI conference in Tampa with Jennifer Bush, Bethy Gafner, 

and Terra Van Winter. And that is Tomasina in a nutshell. Next month, the 2009-2010 Board Trivia Challenge.

Member Spotlight
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